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 What’s in a NAME? 

On 25th June 2015 the membership of the 

Guernsey Society of the Men of the Trees 

(GMOTT) will be asked to ratify a momentous 

change; a change, which if it is to happen, 

must be voted in by a 75% majority of the 

membership at its AGM.   

At its last meeting the Committee of GMOTT 

agreed a change of name from “The Guernsey   

Society of the Men of the Trees” to “Guernsey 

Trees for Life”. Changing the name of the Society 

represents a change of the constitution and   

therefore requires a larger three quarters majority 

of the membership (rather than a simple majority) 

to carry the proposition. 

Why change? 

It is not the first time that your Committee have 

considered a name change. The debate has been 

had many times before by many different        

committees. So why change now? 

Change is something that many of us tend to     

resist. Changes are sometimes good but sometimes 

changes are not for the better. Your Committee 

now believe it is the right time to change our 

name and it believes that in doing so it will      

provide several benefits and that its aims and   

objectives will be achieved more quickly. 

Whilst the Committee is aware that for some name 

changing may be seen as pandering to  “political 

correctness”, the name change is less about    

perceived sexism and more about the need to 

send out a clear, unambiguous message about 

what we do and what we stand for. GMOTT’s   

ideals and values will continue to reflect the    

beliefs of our founder, Richard St Barbe Baker, 

when he started the organisation in Kenya in 

1922;  giving it the name attributed to the Kenyan 

tribes people he worked with, the Watu wa Miti, 

literally “Men of the Trees”. 

“Trees for Life” says what it is, because trees do 

just that – they support life. Without them the 

world would not just be more dull and boring but 

also much less pleasant. Trees are our elixir, 

providing wood, shelter, habitat, shade,        

landscape and cleaner air to name but a few of 

the benefits. So let's get that message right and 

out there, starting with a new name: Guernsey 

Trees for Life. 

One of the      
proposals for the 

new Guernsey 
Trees for Life 

logo: 

Have your say and 

make your vote 

count at GMOTT’s 

AGM on               

25th of June 2015, 

6:30 pm at          

Les Cotils 

Guernsey Men of  the Trees 

2015 AGM 
25th June 2015, 6.30 pm 
at Les Cotils, L’Hyvreuse,          

St Peter Port                                   
(next to Cambridge Park) 

 

Please make sure you turn up to 
support the resolution changing our 

name to Guernsey Trees for Life.  
 

The AGM will followed at 7.45 by 

Pat Johnston for the                
Floral Guernsey Foundation 

and 
Pat Costen for                                  

La Societe Guernesiase 
who will be discussing the aims and          

challenges of their particular organisations, 
and where our respective remits overlap. 

   
We will then open the floor to discuss ideas on 
where we can support each other and work in 

co-operation 
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As I lie lazily by the pool in Lanzarote, an island devoid of much in the way of fertile soil and trees, I 

am reminded as to how lucky we are to live in a place where the climate is kind and the soil deep and 

sustaining. 

Having travelled briefly through the UK to my holiday, I always get a little excited as to the diverse 

range of trees which seem to be everywhere, only to be now sat in an environment of various palms 

stuck in a hostile resting place with their fate decided by a man remembering to turn a tap on. 

When I see this, I am reflective as to the extent of the great work that many islanders undertake to use 

trees in their gardens. More so, I appreciate fully the work the Society has done over many years, and 

dread to think how Guernsey would look without our endeavours. 

Hopefully, as we see the back of those cold lazy east winds of winter, for a little time at least, we can 

feel the warmth of the season upon us and be grateful of the shade our lovely broad leaves give. 

I hope you all enjoy the summer and I look forward to seeing you all at the next tree fair. 

 
Richard 

Postcard from the (deck)Chairman 

As corporate members of GMOTT RBS 

International (RBSi) and NatWest have 

played a full part in helping some of 

Guernsey’s trees to thrive. For example 

“Green Teams”, put together by the 

Guernsey branch of RBSi, have in the 

past helped to care for and weed a 

planting of trees near the top of the 

Val des Terres. The trees were       

originally planted in January 2009    

under the auspices of GMOTT and are 

growing in a block just to the right of 

the entrance into Fort George. The 

planting is made up of English oak, 

Small leafed lime and Hawthorn. 

The original planting was done by   

Partners Group and one of the oaks was   

planted by a certain Mr Clive Anderson, TV 

comic and broadcaster and President of the 

Woodland Trust. Tragedy appeared to strike in 

2010 when the field was accidentally mowed!  

Fortunately though many of the trees survived 

and grew back even more strongly than before, 

but just to make sure some extras were   

planted later that year. Thanks to the        

continuing efforts of all those involved the 

trees are now firmly established and will form 

part of the Guernsey treescape for decades to 

come. 

Corporate Conservation 

For more information about corporate membership 

and getting involved with projects that support 

schemes relating to trees including planting, after-

care and education about the benefits trees provide 

contact Andy McCutcheon, Secretary GMOTT       

treeman@cwgsy.net 

Join Men of the Trees and Get Involved 

If you are happy to be a sleeping member, that is great 
and we really appreciate your membership fees, but if you 

would like to be more involved in tree planting,       
maintenance, organising events and talks, or fundraising, 

please get in touch and let us know! 

Tree planting site in St Peters with Guernsey Mountain 
Bike Association 



Vote for Harvey! 

Harvey Adams a 13 year old member of GMOTT 

has entered the Insurance Corporation            

Conservation Awards 2015 in a bid to raise some 

funds for a fruit tree project as part our Little 

Tree Project at the KGV. 

Harvey explains, “I had taken part in a number of 

Little Tree projects when I was at St Martins     

Primary School and as a family we helped with a 

project at the KGV playing fields in October 2013. 

We laid a new path through an area at the bottom 

of the site that has been earmarked as a nature 

reserve and a nice place for people to walk. There 

is sheltered accommodation next door and a  

number of the residents enjoy walking around the 

playing fields. 

Unfortunately after we laid the path the area was 

flooded after the really bad storms. New drainage 

had to be organised which meant that the tree 

planting was delayed until now. 

The Little Tree Project have allocated £300      

toward tree planting in this area and as part of my 

Scout Challenge badge I have offered to plan and 

organise the planting of a number of fruit trees 

and raise the extra money needed for this which 

will be about another £300. 

I have chosen a selection of fruit and nut trees 

that will help the environment with their nectar 

giving flowers in the Spring which supports bees 

and other insects. The trees will also give fruit to 

the community and the birds! and the trees will 

add diversity to the area and shade in the      

summer. I also hope to be able to develop some 

long grass/meadow areas beneath the trees too.’ 

The judging took place on 20 May with the results 

being announced on 10 June at a presentation at 

Les Cotils.  

The public can also vote for their favourite  

project  between1st and 5th June so visit      

Facebook and support our young tree planter! 

https://www.facebook.com/

insurancecorporation 

GMOTT Education & Learning Officer  

Path building day 10 October 2013: 

The Little Tree Project News 
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Harvey Adams with the rest of the path lying crew 

(Oct 13) 

Before 

The finished 
path 



Is the Guernsey Elm finished? 
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population.  

Sadly after 15 years of sanitation felling the battle 

was lost, but have we lost the Guernsey Elm for 

good? No is the resounding answer!  

The Field elm (of which Guernsey elm is but one 

form) has a clever 

trick up its sleeve.  

The tree relies on an 

extensive root system 

which throws up  

suckers.   

When a tree is killed 

by DED it  actually 

allows itself to be 

killed back to ground 

level thereby        

preventing the spread 

of disease into the 

root system, and 

thereby giving itself 

another chance to 

regrow itself by     

producing suckers.  

Unlike some other  

diseases, such as   

Honey Fungus, DED 

requires a living host 

in which to grow, so 

by killing part of itself 

off the tree            

effectively stops the 

disease in its tracks.   

This “hypersensitive” 

reaction has enabled 

the Guernsey elm to 

hang onto survival 

even though the new 

sucker growths still 

get killed back every 

few years. With each 

passing cycle of      

disease and regrowth 

it would appear the 

trees that result get a 

little higher each time. 

Only time will tell if we’ll get our mature Elm 

cover back and it will be a few decades before we 

know the answer! 

Once upon a time the Guernsey elm made up 

three quarters of the tree cover in the island.  

This position remained until the mid 1990’s when 

Dutch elm disease (DED) took a very firm grip and 

within a matter of a few years had killed off all of 

Guernsey’s mature 

elm population.   

Those who lived on 

the island throughout 

the 1980s and 90s will 

remember well how 

the loss of our tree 

cover made our island 

appear somehow 

much smaller.  Elms, 

like many trees, had 

provided a green 

screen to develop-

ment and suddenly, it 

seemed, it was gone.  

We saw buildings we 

hadn’t noticed before, 

the landscape        

suddenly seemed    

littered with          

developments and our 

neighbours were much 

more visible. 

The culprits were a 

particularly virulent 

strain of fungus 

(Ophiostoma novo-

ulmi) combined with 

an effective pair of 

vectors in the form of 

two species of Elm 

Bark Beetle (Scolytus 

scolytus & Scolytus 

multistriatus) which 

carried infection from 

tree to tree. The first 

record in Guernsey of 

the virulent strain of 

DED was made in 1977 

and within the year 

the States had   

mounted a campaign to control the spread of      

disease by felling and disposing of infected trees 

quickly to prevent it spreading to the whole       

Elm suckers like these opposite Beaucamps school are common-

place around the island. They are still susceptible to Dutch elm 
disease but they seem to grow a little taller each time they 

grow back. 

We still have countryside left in Guernsey thanks in part to 

our tree cover which is much less reliant on Elm and is made 
up of a number of different species. Overlooking Talbot Valley 

– May 2015 



Subscribe to          

Men of the 

Trees 
The Aims & Objectives of The Guernsey 

Society of the Men of the Trees are:  

- To encourage the protection, preserva-
tion and planting of trees throughout the 

Bailiwick of Guernsey either by  giving 

advice or financial  assistance.  

- To foster among the inhabitants of the 
Bailiwick an awareness and appreciation 
of trees for their amenity, ecological and 

other values.                                       
To join contact Colin Gaudion at 

lechivret@cwgsy.net, or call 264218  

Sometimes it’s nice to look back 

and see what has been achieved.  

We know that our Society can 

look back with pride at the many 

sites that have been planted up 

all over Guernsey in the 8     

decades of the Men of the Tree’s 

existence. Good records of what 

was planted exist for many of 

these sites, especially in more 

recent times, but sadly they do 

not form a comprehensive list.  

However members past and   

present may be able to recall 

some of the sites that were 

planted in the past and we 

would welcome your feedback to 

fill in some of the gaps. 

Back in 2010 the Cooperative 

Society of the Channel Islands 

was kind enough to donate a 

sum of money which helped fund 

an “Urban Tree Planting        

Programme”.  

One site included Les Cotils 

where an avenue of Norway   

maple was planted to replace 

the flowering cherries that    

succumbed to Silver Leaf, a   

fungal disease that kills a wide 

range of tree species. As you can 

see from the photo below (taken 

in May this year) the trees have 

established and will ultimately 

form a beautiful green avenue 

for decades to come. 

 During the 1990s GMOTT had a 

rather quiet time of it due in 

part to the States Rural Tree 

Planting Scheme which was 

started in the wake of Dutch 

elm disease (DED). The planting 

scheme was a well funded    

ambitious programme which 

aimed to offset losses to DED.  

Prior to this scheme starting in 

1992 the Society planted up a 

number of areas around 

the island including one 

just up the road from 

the Little Chapel (see 

photo below right) 

which included Common 

Alder, Sweet chestnut 

and English Oak. The 

precise date of planting 

is not known but may 

well have been done in 

the 1980s. Regardless of 

planting date the trees 

now seamlessly blend in 

and reinforce       

Guernsey’s beautiful 

rural landscape for all to 

enjoy as they walk or 

drive past. 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Plantings & Looking Ahead 

Looking ahead the Society will continue to seek and seize 

opportunities to plant trees wherever it can make a     

positive contribution to our island, its wildlife and for the 

people that live here as well as for those that come to  

visit us. 

Avenue of Norway maple planted 
2010. Picture taken May 2015 

Les Cotils – May 2015. The old Cherry trees 
(left) are infected with Silver leaf and 

have few years left. The Norway    maples 
(staked) form part of an avenue of new 

trees which should live and grow for many 
decades to come. 

A GMOTT site which now seamlessly blends into and 
forms part of the Guernsey landscape. Probably 

planted in the 1980s.  Located up the road from the 
Little Chapel. Picture taken May 2015  
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