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2013 AGM

Visit our Website at
www.trees.gg and our
Facebook page for updates

Our AGM will be taking place on Wednesday 23rd October at
the Candie Lecture Theatre. The meeting will start at 7pm
and will be followed by an illustrated talk by Peter Falla
entitled ‘Falla’s Trees’. We’re delighted that Peter, who has
travelled extensively and collected photographs of trees along
the way, has kindly offered to speak to the Society about what
trees mean to him.
Look forward to seeing you there!

Tree Maintenance at the top of
Le Val des Terres in August 2013

Men of the Trees Committee:
Richard Loyd - Chairman [standing down]
Michelle Levrier – Vice Chair
Andy McCutcheon - Secretary
Colin Gaudion - Treasurer & Membership
Secretary

Vanessa Crispini-Adams - Education
Bob Paine, Max Hodder, Chet Pohl,
Simon Marshall, Chris Stonebridge,
Adele Malpas, Steve Giles,
Jenny Giles, Hannah Wakefield

Working Parties:
Rural Tree Planting
Urban Tree Planting
Media
Little Tree Project
Tree Warden Liaison

The Little Tree Project
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The Little Tree Project works with Guernsey's young people and their families,
planting trees and creating habitats in schools and in the community.
St Martin's Primary School Update
The project at St Martin's Primary
school continues to develop well. The
finance company, State Street,
generously sponsored LTP's 5 year pilot
project with the school with an initial
donation of £5,000. The first copse
was planted between the school
building and the playing field in May
2010 and it continues to thrive. Since
then we have built an insect hotel and
we have provided logs and branches for
the children to climb on and build
dens. The head teacher Cate Mason is
keen to provide more natural play
opportunities and a welcome respite
from tarmac.

If you would like to know more
about the work of the Little
Tree Project or get involved,
please contact Vanessa
Crispini Adams on
07781 422 188
or email vcrispini@cwgsy.net
Read more in

Outdoor Classrooms
by
Carolyn Nuttal and
Janet Millington
£16.95

During the 2012/13 academic
year we assisted in the creation
of an outdoor classroom and
garden habitat. This was
specifically designed to provide
the school with a dedicated
outdoor learning area as well as
another natural play space.
Melissa Mitchell designed the
planting to attract bees,
butterflies and other insects. An
area was incorporated for the
children to build natural
structures and a small vegetable
garden was also created out of
recycled materials.
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The school won the 2013 Insurance
Corporation Schools Conservation Awards for
their efforts. Cate Mason has announces that
the £1,000 prize money will be invested in a
training course for her staff to enable the
school to make the most of their developing
outdoor areas in the teaching of all parts of
the curriculum rather than the obvious
subjects such as PE, art and science.
The coming year (2013/14) sees LTP working
with the school team to revitalise their pond
and the planting of another small copse and
'scrub' area.

This will provide the school with another
distinct habitat and the children with
further outdoor exploration and an
opportunity for another year group to plant
trees! It is always so heartening to see their
enthusiasm.

Other School Projects
LTP is also supporting Melrose which is
working towards Forest School
accreditation. We are also in the initial
design phases of a possible nature reserve
area at St Sampson’s High School and Le
Murier which would be very exciting. More
on these next time.

KGV Community Project
Finally, LTP has been invited to develop a
natural area at the bottom of the KGV
sports fields. You may have seen that the
site is undergoing a massive redevelopment,
incorporating state of the art 3G
playing surfaces (similar to grass - but
better, apparently).
Although known for years as the home
of cricket, it will be regularly used by
football and rugby organisations from
January 2014.
Paths have been laid out and the
existing treescape will be enhanced
by a community planting event in
February/March 2014 to add diversity
and provide succession for the ageing
poplars that surround the site. It is
hoped that this area will offer a
natural playing area for families that
will be visiting the KGV for sports
training and events, provide a
pleasant walk for the residents of the
neighbouring Bois Blanc and enrich
another little sliver of Guernsey.
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Tree Produce

Tree Maintenance

Subscribe to
Men of the
Trees
The Aims & Objectives of The
Guernsey Society of the Men of the
Trees are:
- To encourage the protection, preservation and planting of trees throughout
the Bailiwick of Guernsey either by
giving advice or financial assistance.
- To foster among the inhabitants of the
Bailiwick an awareness and appreciation
of trees for their amenity, ecological
and other values.

A call to arms (and hooks!) for
volunteers for a Tree Care
Army:

Fruit Chutneys: Apple and
Elderberry Chutney

If you would like to help with the
maintenance of these tree planting
sites please come along...

Experiment with different
ingredients using this basic recipe for
chutney:
Ingredients
900g (2lb) of elderberries (removed
from the stalks)
450g (1lb) apples (peeled, cored and
chopped)
A handful of sultanas
1 large chopped onion
1 pint of vinegar
3 tablespoons sugar
Salt and pepper to taste
Method
1. In a large pan combine the
ingredients:
2. Add 1 teaspoon each of salt,
crushed peppercorns, chopped
ginger, crushed mustard seeds and
mixed spice.
3. Bring to the boil and simmer until
it thickens. Test the flavour and
adjust to taste with more or less
salt, pepper or sugar.
4. Pour into jars that have been
sterilised in a hot oven and screw on
lids.
5. Tighten the lids again when cold,
label and date.

Sigma Wood 26th Oct 10am till 12
noon.

This is an extract from Glennie
Kindred's Letting in the Wild Edges.

Gouffre Site 23rd Nov 10am till 12
noon.

The Twelve Principles of
Permaculture (part 1)

One way in which permaculture
differs from other methods of
gardening is that it is not just a set
of practical techniques; it is a way
of thinking and of adapting to a
particular ecology, built around
twelve guiding principles:
Principle 1: Observe and interact
Permaculture relies on an understanding of your site and local conditions.
Ideally, you should observe your site
for a year in all seasons, learning the
patterns of sun, wind, heavy rains,
flooding, hail, snow, animals, noise,
views, etc. If this is not possible, do a
thorough assessment of the site’s
intrinsic qualities and visit nearby
gardens, hedges and parks to see what
grows well in your area.

Members: please update your
contact details including e-mail,
phone and postal addresses – you
can e-mail Membership Secretary
Colin Gaudion at
lechivret@cwgsy.net, or call 264218
Recent Men of the Trees events:
Successful unveiling of the Sigma
Wood stone at St Germain
Informative meeting on Chalara
ash dieback at Home Farm – Tree
Wardens asked to record significant areas of Ash trees on their
patch. Report suspicious
symptoms to Plant Health on Tel:
234567. Symptoms guide: http://
www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
Report on Economic, Social &
Environmental Impact of diseases
on London’s trees: http://
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
business/economic-research-andinformation/researchpublications/Documents/research2013/Tree-diseases-in-LondonWebVersion.pdf
Booklet on advice for pruning trees
and Leaflet on Guernsey tree
contractors available on request
A talk by Digimap on mapping and
trees and a project on assessing
the performance of the States tree
planting scheme which ran from
1993-2006.
Steve Giles and Chris Stonebridge
arranged a tree/site maintenance
talk and site visits on 28.09.13
Join Men of the Trees and
Get Involved!

