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Chairman’s Update
A warm spring welcome to this our first newsletter of 2012.
The society has been very busy since the autumn of 2011, apart from
our usual sterling efforts with the tree planting season where in
connection with the creation of the Sigma wood at St. Germain
quarry, we have again planted over 1000 trees in the Island.
The Tree and Woodcraft Fair held in October of last year it has to be
said was extremely well received and attracted a high number of
interested children and their parents. The committee showed their
commitment by giving up many hours of their time to make sure the
day went without too many problems and as it was our first public
event of this kind, we have learned ways of making the event more
spectacular when we plan the next one in 2013. I would like to not
only publicly thank the committee and their partners for all of their
hard work but also members of the society who took the time to
come along on the day.
Our presence within environmental circles continues to be strong
and regular media exposure is helping us to be more recognised than
ever for all tree related issues in the Island. I would also like to
thank Vanessa Crispini Adams for her continued hard work with the
Little Tree Project which continues to enthuse the younger
generations and raise our profile through education.
Now we can take a little time to enjoy the coming summer months
although we are never far away from planning the next planting
season. One particular site for the coming season will be in
connection with the Guernsey National Trust to create a “Jubilee
Wood” to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty, more on that in
the autumn newsletter.
I hope you all have a good summer and hopefully we will see you at
the AGM on the 19th June.
Richard Loyd
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We are delighted that the Bailiff has agreed to become our co patron with Air Marshall Peter Walker.

Tree Warden Scheme
As a volunteer for the Tree Warden
scheme in Guernsey a rewarding and
enjoyable experience is pretty much
guaranteed, both from a practical
and educational point of view.

Future lunch dates and
events for Tree Wardens:
Lunch meetings are held
in the last Tuesday of
most months at the Yacht
Club – start 12.45pm –
booking required
26th June
25th September
30th October
27th November
Tree aftercare parties
15th June: Val des Terres
16th June: St Germain
Tree pruning workshop
18th July: Home Farm
field

Tree Wardens are involved in a
number of activities which aim to
help protect and improve the
landscape of our Island. They
promote the importance of trees
within our community, and assist
with practical activities such as
planting and maintenance of trees
all over Guernsey.
As part of a national initiative by the
Tree Council in the UK, the Tree
Warden scheme here is truly local
and supported by the Insurance
Corporation of the Channel Islands.
By giving up their time to help with
such activities Tree Wardens are
contributing to the future well being
of the Island’s trees which, let’s face
it, define our beautiful home and are
enjoyed by locals and visitors alike.
As well as taking part in a range of
activities, Tree Wardens are also
invited to a monthly lunch, where
guest speakers deliver talks on a
broad spectrum of inspiring and
stimulating topics.

Olympic Tree Planting

Make Your Contribution to
Your Community
A New Playground for our
Next Generation
To find out more call
07781 110180 or Email:
andrew.mccutcheon@gov.gg

Four thousand trees have been planted
in the Olympic park in London as part
of a two year programme to create the
UK’s largest urban park for more than a
century. The trees are semi-mature
ranging between 4 and 7 metres in
height and include Ash, English Oak,
Lime, Field Maple and Silver birch. The
plantings form part of a 250 acre
parkland which is adjacent to the
Olympic park. Originally an old
industrial estate and railway sidings,
many different habitats have been
created to support many different
species including Otter, Kingfisher,
Linnets and a range of amphibians and
reptiles.
Tree Wardens watering Norway Maples
planted at Les Cotils under MOTT’s Urban
Planting Scheme
Copyright Richard Lord May 2011
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The last 12 months have seen lunch
time talks provided by a host of
industry experts and environmental
enthusiasts, ranging from a
discussion covering pest and
diseases in trees to a talk about the
management of the States’ land and
property portfolio. There have been
lunches covering subjects such as
the Guernsey Habitat Survey and the
States Environmental Policy Plan, as
well as a talk about trees that have
been rescued and grown on
elsewhere.
The more unusual talks included Olly
Brock’s presentation on Living Tree
Houses where Tree Wardens were
treated to an insightful presentation
not about your average den, but
about trees which are actually
dwellings themselves. Of course we
couldn’t let our Chairman shy away
from the limelight and so the work
of the Men of the Trees was also the
topic at one well attended monthly
lunch this year too.
Thanks must go out to all speakers
who have taken time out to present
to the Tree Wardens and for their
thought provoking and informative
talks.
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Sigma Wood
The phrase “giving something back to
the community” is perhaps one of those
phrases that we can easily become
inured to but the Sigma Group here in
Guernsey have done just that. By
funding all the costs of supplying and
planting 500 native trees they have
created the “Sigma Wood” at the St
Germain Nature Reserve. The woodland
planting represents one of the most
tangible contributions to the environment one can make, especially when
that woodland is open to the public for
them to enjoy as Sigma Wood is.
When Sigma approached the Men of the
Trees they wanted to make not just a
contribution but an investment in something which would pay back dividends
for future generations to come. By
working in partnership together with
other organisations Sigma and Men of
the Trees drew up a plan for the
planting of a range of native species
including English oak, Small leafed
lime, Ash, Downy birch, Aspen and
Common alder. Each tree, in common
with all our mass plantings in rural
areas, is planted with its own starter
kit: plastic rabbit guard and stake plus
wood chip mulch to conserve soil
moisture and suppress weed growth.
Support for planting the trees has come
from the local community including the
Castel Douzaine and the Castel school
whose pupils helped to plant some of
the trees. All of the trees planted have

Children of Castel school help
plant the Sigma Wood January 2012

been put toward the eastern side of the
plateaux site leaving the large grassed
area to the west for people to enjoy the
open space and views out to sea. The
site is a former rubbish tip and the soil
cap over the top is not particularly deep
so the conditions will be very challenging for the new trees. However with
sufficient aftercare the trees will
improve the soil conditions once
established.
The Men of the Trees acknowledges the
support of the following organisations in
helping to make the Sigma Wood
become a reality: States Departments of
Environment, Education and Culture &
Leisure, Castel school, Guernsey Tree
Warden Scheme, Castel Douzaine,
Community & Environment Projects
Scheme (CEPS), The Sigma Group, and to
all those of you who volunteered their
time and energy to dig those holes (they
got a bit tough toward the bottom!) and
get those trees in the ground. Finally
thank you as always to the media for
their part in promoting the project.
The newly planted trees will need a bit
of TLC of course to help them get going
and we would be pleased to hear from
anyone who would like to volunteer
their time and effort to help look after
them. Please call/email Andy
McCutcheon, Coordinator Guernsey Tree
Warden Scheme on Tel: 717390 or
Andrew.mccutcheon@gov.gg for more
details.

The GMOTT 2012 AGM
You are cordially invited to the
Annual General Meeting of the
Guernsey Men of the Trees
(GMOTT) to be held on Tuesday
19th June - 7pm at the
Frossard Lecture Theatre Candie Gardens. This is your
chance to find out how your
subscriptions are spent, what
we’ve achieved in the last 12
months and what our plans for
the next 12 will be.
The AGM, which will last for
approximately 45 minutes, will
be followed by a talk on

Pests & Diseases update
We seem to be under constant
threat from the next pest or
disease problem. Currently the UK
is battling with Ramorum blight
(Phytophthora ramorum) which has
infected large areas of Larch woodland and threatens to spread to
trees of other species in the
vicinity of the outbreaks.
Another threat has become a
reality with the news in the last
few weeks of an outbreak Asian
Longhorn beetle (ALB). Several
larvae of the beetle were found
inside a Poplar tree by the Forestry
Commission at a site in Paddock
Wood, Kent. ALB has caused the

Guernsey’s Habitat Survey.
Dr Charles David, Manager of the
Guernsey Biological Records
Centre, will be our speaker and it
promises to provide a fascinating
insight into not only the wide
range of habitats in the island but
how some of those habitats are
changing including the extent of
our woodland cover.
The AGM and talk will be an open
meeting so please bring a friend (or
several) just please bear in mind that
only fully paid up GMOTT members
may vote at the AGM.
loss of millions of Poplar trees in
China but it can also infest other
species such as Maples, Elm, Horse
Chestnut and Birch. To date, in the
USA $700million has been spent on
eradication programmes.
The most obvious symptoms of ALB
damage are 10mm circular exit holes
made by the adult when it emerges
and these are found in the main trunk
or above.
Guernsey’s island status affords
some protection but it is not immune
and the risk to our trees is very real.
Vigilance and early action is vital if
preventative measures are to have
any chance of working. Suspicious
symptoms should be reported to
Plant Health on tel: 234567.

Subscribe to
Men of the
Trees
Send subscriptions to:
The Treasurer, Mr C Pohl, The Hide,
2 The Birdhouse, Vauvert, St Peter Port,
Guernsey, GY1 1NJ

(please remember to update your
standing orders with the new rates—
see below)
The Aims & Objectives of The
Guernsey Society of the Men of the
Trees are:
- To encourage the protection,
preservation and planting of trees
throughout the Bailiwick of Guernsey
either by giving advice or financial
assistance.
To foster among the inhabitants of the
Bailiwick an awareness and
appreciation of trees for their amenity,
ecological and other values.

Membership rates:
Single £12 (£14 by cheque)
Joint £15 (£17 by cheque)
Family £20 (£22 by cheque)
For more information about the Society
and its aims please contact the
Secretary, Andy McCutcheon:
Email: treeman@cwgsy.net
Telephone 07781 110180;
Web site: www.trees.gg

Tree shelterbelts
improve crop yields

Asian Longhorn beetle

A review of research work
commissioned by the Woodland Trust
and done by Harper Adams University
has shown that shelterbelts made up
of native tree species help reduce
water loss from arable crops and
pasture and could improve yields in
dry years. It is believed this is due to
crops retaining and using water more
efficiently because of lower wind
speeds. Trees will compete for water
and nutrients reducing crop yields
directly but these reductions
typically only occur up to a distance
of 1-2 x height of the tree away.
Beyond this, any loss after that is
significantly outweighed by more
efficient use of water.

Tree Safety
A guide has recently been
published called “Common sense
risk management of trees” aimed
at those who own trees. Published
by the National Tree Safety Group
it highlights the duty of care that
all tree owners have to minimise
risk to third parties to a practical
minimum. Whilst there has been
much debate in professional
circles about how a duty of care is
met, the guide puts the management of risk from trees into
perspective and brings clarity to
the process of managing risk.
Copies are available online:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/
FCMS026.pdf/$FILE/FCMS026.pdf

